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Trent University by the numbers

8,940 Students 
• 7,413 Undergraduate, Peterborough

• 1,032 Undergraduate, Durham GTA

• 495 Graduate 

• 589 International 

• 280 Indigenous

Trent’s highest enrolled programs:

Undergraduate program:
• Business Administration

Graduate program:
• Environmental & Life Sciences
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Research Expertise
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Trent University 
Unrealized economic development potential  

• Land for development: 1,500 acres
• Research strengths in the environment 
• World-class laboratory infrastructure 

Analytical chemistry
• Cleantech Innovations 

30+ patents and licensed trade secrets  
• Scientific Talent 

Environment & Life Sciences MSc & PhD grads 
Materials Science MSc & PhD grads   
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City of Peterborough: 
A local economy in transition

• Peterborough/Kawartha Region – once a booming manufacturing region has 
experienced continued job loss and plant closures 

• New census data shows the population of the metropolitan area of Peterborough 
fell below the national growth rate over the last five years.

• Peterborough suffers from having 1 of the highest unemployment rates in Ontario

• Jobs are required to keep Trent graduates in Peterborough and grow the middle 
class
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Peterborough makes it in the
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Trent University 
major impact on the Peterborough regional economy 
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City of 
Peterborough

Peterborough 
& Kawarthas

Economic 
Development

Innovation 
Cluster

Sir Sandford 
Fleming 
College

MP & MPP

Trent’s Community Partners
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Vision & Mission

Vision: 
To be Canada’s premier Green Technology research and innovation site 
hosting a cluster of small to medium sized companies and start-up enterprises. 

Mission: 
• Trent University is a catalyst for community 

development to drive economic growth, 
enhance quality of life & increase our 
community’s standard of living.
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Research for Economic Development

PURIFICATION
TECHNOLOGIES

FOR
WATER,
AIR, &
SOIL

CLEAN 
ENERGY,  
ENERGY 

STORAGE, &
GHG-

REDUCTION 
TECHNOLOGY

BIOPRODUCTS 
&

“RENEWICALS
”

(“green 
chemistry”)

LIFE SCIENCES

AGRI-FOOD
TECHNOLOGIES

INFORMATION & 
COMMUNICATIONS 

TECHNOLOGIES

Partnering with the City of Peterborough and Peterborough & Kawarthas
Economic Development on 85 acres of Trent University’s east bank, the vision is 
to become Canada’s premier clean technology research and innovation 
destination, hosting a cluster of companies and start-up enterprises in 
environmentally-focused fields including clean technology, environmental 
services, advanced material sciences, biotechnology, agri-food, and agri-
business.
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Nassau Mills Bridge over Mills Brid
River
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Park Design Charrette 2015
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Master Plan 
Report PLPD17-032
Master Plan – Trent Research and Innovation Park

That Council approve the recommendations outlined in Report PLPD17-
032 dated July 17, 2017, of the Director, Planning & Development 
Services, as follows:

a) That the Master Plan for the Trent Research and Innovation Park, 
dated April 2017 and attached to Report PLPD17-032 as Exhibit A , 
be adopted as the framework for the physical development of the 
Trent Research and Innovation Park;

b) That the Master Plan be regarded as a dynamic document where 
adjustments can be made by the City to account for changing 
market conditions, investment requirements, and the introduction 
of new information that promotes a more responsive development;

c) That the conclusions of Trent’s Indigenous Consultation process, 
sponsored by the City of Peterborough, be included as an 
addendum to the Master Plan where the conclusions have specific 
relevance to the Trent Research and Innovation Park site; and

d) That section 3(a) of By-law 11-081, being a by-law delegating site 
plan approval authority, be amended to include the Trent Research 
and Innovation Park as a planned industrial park similar to Major 
Bennett Industrial Park and Peterborough Industrial Park where site 
plan approval is delegated to the Director of Planning and 
Development Services.



16 16

Stewards of the Land: 
Indigenous Communities
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During the Summer 2017 in a truly unique approach, a Trent University delegation v isited seven 
local Indigenous communities on behalf of the City of Peterborough for the land development 
Duty to Consult requirement. University administration hosted City of Peterborough 
management & Indigenous community representatives at a Land Symposium on Sep 15, 2017.

Trent delegation for Indigenous Land consultation 
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Economic Development Connections 

PETERBOROUGH
COUNTY
CITY OF

PETERBOROUGH 
PETERBOROUGH

UTILITIES

PETERBOROUGH
ECONOMIC

DEVELOPMENT

PETERBOROUGH
PRIMARY DRIVERS OF DEVELOPMENT

INNOVATION CLUSTER
FLEMING 
COLLEGE

PRIVATE
INVESTORS

ONTARIO CENTRES OF EXCELLENCE

BUSINESS SUPPORT CLUSTER

Fed-Dev, BDB

FEDERAL GOV’T
AGENCIES

COMMUNITY
FUTURES

CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE

PROVINCIAL GOV’T
AGENCIES

OMEDEI OMAFRA OMRI

- INFRASTRUCTURE
- SUPPORT PROGRAMS
- CONNECTIONS

- NEW TECHNOLOGY START-UPS
- SUPPORT PROGRAMS
- EQUITY FINANCING
- CONNECTIONS

- CHAMBER NETWORKING
- GOVERNMENT FINANCING

TRENT
UNIVERSITY
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External Partners: AURP’s newest member

• Association of University Research Parks 
(AURP) Canada –
• national not-for-profit association
• advocates on behalf of research & 

technology parks across Canada 

Trent’s park officially became a member 
on March 1, 2016



20 20

Cleantech Commons at Trent University

Significant economic 
impact of Research parks 
in Canada:

• 26 Canadian research 
parks 

• 1,400 companies total 
• $4.3 billion to Cdn GDP
• 65,000 + jobs
• 33% of employees have 

Masters or Ph.D. degrees
• 49% are exporting
• 45% are expanding

2016 data

Cleantechh Commons 
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Peterborough & Kawarthas
Economic Development “PKED”

Prospecting;
Branding; and,
Regional representation
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breaking ground in 2018
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breaking ground in 2018
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NOBLEGEN breaking ground in 2018
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Questions?

Dr. Neil Emery, 

Vice President, Research & Innovation

TRENT UNIVERSITY

(705) 748-1011 x. 7601

nemery@trentu.ca


